
DOCK LOCAL PANEL FAQs

What is the Dock Local Panel?

The Dock Local Panel is a group of Creative Connectors who are allocated an
annual budget to programme events and activities as part of the Dock Local
Programme.  The panel are not required to produce the events but will be supported
operationally by a member of the Royal Docks Team to do so.  However, volunteers
and support will be needed at the events programmed by the panel, which could
include welcoming attendees or looking after artists on the day.

In addition, there will be opportunities for the panel to feedback on the wider Royal
Docks Culture and Activation Team’s programme as we test out ideas.   There may
also be opportunities from time to time related to the wider programme, and we will
share these with panel members.

As a Dock Local Panel member, you will be committed to ensuring that you share
your ideas and shortlists for events with the wider Creative Connectors group at
times for input and feedback.  The Royal Docks Team and Creative Connectors
Coordinator will help facilitate this process.

The panel is not a decision-making panel for the wider Royal Docks Team’s
programme.  It is also not intended for panel members to programme themselves or
only projects they are interested in.  The purpose is to create projects that will appeal
to communities across the Docks and represent the wider Creative Connectors
group.

Who can apply?

A Dock Local Panel member is a local person living, working or studying in the Royal
Docks over the age of 16 years.  We are looking for enthusiastic Creative
Connectors, who have a passion for the arts and the capacity to engage in
programming local events in the Royal Docks (April 2022 – March 2023).

What network in the Royal Docks is most suitable for me to join and can I join
if I am part of another Royal Docks Network?

You might find that as a creative professional, or working as part of a creative organisation,
that the Creative Partners Network is more suited. Applications for the pilot phase are now
closed but will open up again towards the end of the year.  This doesn’t mean that as an
individual you can’t join the Creative Connectors, but if you are part of both, certain
opportunities may not be applicable.

Criteria for a Dock Local Panel member:
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● 16 years+
● Lives, works, or studies in the Royal Docks (Royal Docks, Beckton, Canning Town

South, Custom House and North Woolwich).
● Is a Creative Connector.
● Can commit to two hours monthly for a meeting in-person or online at a

minimum and understands that when an event / project programmed by the
Dock Local Panel is near, might have further time to commit to help realise the
project.

● Has a passion for arts and culture and wants to be part of a panel that
programmes events / projects for local people in the Royal Docks.

● Is a collaborator, who wants to be part of a panel that works together, and with
the wider Creative Connectors group and other RDT networks, to programme
exciting and relevant content.

● Has an ambition to be, or already is, an active member of your community.

What is the deadline to apply and when will I find out if I have been selected to
be on the panel?

Deadline to apply: 22 March, 5pm
Application decision outcome: w/c  4 April
First Dock Local Panel meeting: early April (tbc with panellists)

How are panel members selected?

Our aim is for the panel to be a diverse group of people, reflective of communities
across the Royal Docks and representative of different experiences.   Dock Local
Panel members will be selected by taking into consideration the following:

● Living, working or studying in the Royal Docks (Royal Docks, Beckton, Canning Town

South, Custom House and North Woolwich).

● Can show a passion for arts and culture and the Royal Docks - wants to help make the

Royal Docks an exciting cultural destination and an inspiring place to live.

● Someone who can help make projects happen here that are exciting, enjoyable and

relevant to our diverse community.

● Good balance in terms of: geographical spread around the Royal Docks; age,

background, abilities, new to area/not; residents and groups.

● Can commit to 2 hours monthly to attend the meetings.

The panel will be selected by members of the Royal Docks Culture & Activation
Team, Communities Team, and a representative from London Borough of Newham
council.

What experience do I need?

We are looking for enthusiasm and commitment, and people who have a passion for
arts and culture.  You will likely be an active member of your community or would like
to become more involved with your local community, and someone who likes to
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collaborate.  We are keen to hear from people with a diverse range of experiences
and you do not need programming or event experience.

What support will I receive to participate on the panel?

The Royal Docks Culture & Activation Team (RDCAT) will support panel members to
participate in the panel, and the RDCAT Event Producer will attend panel meetings
to provide operational, budgetary and Health & Safety advice.  The Event Producer
will lead on producing projects selected by the panel.

The Creative Connectors & Dock Local Panel Coordinator will be responsible for
coordinating meetings, as well as sending an agenda and taking minutes to be
shared after the meeting.    A shared access folder will be made available online for
the panel to use.

This is a voluntary role, but expenses for travel (up to £5) will be covered, with travel
claims made through the Creative Connectors Coordinator.  We can offer other
support to enable inclusion, so please get in touch to discuss.  For in-person
meetings, refreshments will be provided and when volunteering at events.

Will I receive any training?

Yes, part of being on the Dock Local Panel is to learn new skills and to also share
your skills with others through peer learning.  We will offer training and professional
development opportunities to all panel members in a variety of areas.  We want
everyone on the panel, whatever their experience, to develop or further skills and
confidence in creating and programming arts and cultural activity in your local area.

The Dock Local Panel will be funded (travel + tickets) to attend up to 2 research trips
in the UK, throughout the year, to events which may help inform their own
programming.

How much time will I need to commit?

You must be able to commit to a minimum of a monthly two-hour meeting, which
might take place in person, online or be a hybrid of the two.  We do ask that panel
members commit to a full year (April 2022 – March 2023) but understand that this
might not always be possible for reasons outside of your control.

In addition, there will be opportunities for panel members to be more involved in the
planning and delivery process for events if they wish to be.  We do also anticipate
that panel members will support the delivery of events they have programmed, for
example by welcoming attendees or looking after artists at the event.

Can I join the Dock Local Panel if I part of another Royal Docks Network
(Public Spaces Working Group, Creative Partnership Network)?
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Unfortunately, if you are already committed to one of these groups, you can not
apply to the Dock Panel.  We want to ensure that different people are given an
opportunity to participate.
If you are applying as a creative organisation or an artist, we suggest that you join
the Creative Partnership Network when it re-opens later in the year after its pilot
phase, as you might find this more appropriate and relevant.

Access

If you have any access requirements, we will support you to participate in the panel.
Please let us know at the time of applying, so that if you are selected, we can ensure
provision is made.
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